City of Stewart Council Minutes
February 9, 2026

Mayor Peirce called the February 9, 2026 City of Stewart Council Meeting to order.  Pledge of Allegiance was done. 

Roll call;  	Mayor:  Jason Peirce - Present
Council Member:  Carol Altrichter -Present
Council Member:  James Eitel -Present
Council Member:  Wes Holtz – Present
Council Member:– Curt Wangen - Present

[bookmark: _Hlk221255844]Approval of January 12, 2026 Minutes; Councilmember Wangen / Councilmember Altrichter, all in favor, motion carries
Consent of Agenda; Councilmember Altrichter/ Councilmember Eitel , all in favor, motion carries
Approval of Balance Sheet; Altrichter / Councilmember Wangen , all in favor, motion carries
Approval of Statement of Revenue and Expenditures;  Councilmember Eitel / Councilmember Wangen, all in favor, motion carries
Approval of Payments (Claims); Councilmember Wangen / Councilmember Altrichter , all in favor, motion carries
Approval of Utility Billing Information; Councilmember Wangen / Councilmember Holtz, all in favor, motion carries
Approval of Bank Reconciliation; Councilmember Wangen/ Councilmember Holtz , all in favor, motion carries

Petitions, requests, and communications
1. Bolten & Menk – Matthew Miller
a. 2024-2026 Infrastructure Improvements Update – Matt gave an update on the infrastructure improvement project, the project will start up again around May 15, 2026.  The final phase includes the first layer of tar, concrete, and top soil, these items should be completed by mid-July 2026.  The Last layer of tar will hopefully be completed in August 2026, weather permitting.  The forms still need to be signed by resident wishing to have extra concrete work done on their property.
b. Lift Station Improvements Discussion – Matt reminded the council the alarm system was installed in 1987, the dialer is past its life expectancy, there is no way to update any phone number to the system, Mike Hansen is currently the only notification number allowed in the system and no future number will be able to be added.  There is money from the infrastructure improvement funding left over to cover the lift station improvements which will include a storage shed with a heated and cooled environment for the control panel of the new alarm system.  Matt stated it is looking like the infrastructure improvement plan will be coming about $150,000 - $200,000 under budget.  This would be enough money to cover the lift station improvements.
c. Small Cities Development Streetscape grant – Matt explained to the council, Mike and Kimberly have been working with Matt and staff on the Small Cities Development Streetscape grant which is a grant for up to $600,000 to cover Street Lights from Hwy 212 to City Hall and around the corner by the city park.  This would allow staff to put signs, holiday light, and planters on the light poles.
d. Lead Service Line Replacement Update – There are roughly 8 houses that potentially have their lead service line replaced.   The city would pay for the work and then submit the invoices to PFA and city would get reimbursed for the cost.  City of Stewart was included in the last PFA list for the lead service line replacement.  The letter and agreement that will be sent to the 8 property owners and signed by the property owners was included.  Mayor Peirce would like an addition added to the agreement to address the possibility of the ground settling after any potential digging in the owner’s properties.  Matt will make this adjustment and send the revised agreement to Mike & Kimberly.

Ordinances and Resolutions;
1. Resolution 2026-12 Accepting Grant Navigator Funding: Councilmember Altrichter / Councilmember Wangen , all in favor, motion carries
2. Resolution 2026-15 Approval to Purchase of 1 Laptop and 1 Desktop:– Mayor Peirce would like verify what systems are currently be used on the current computers and the estimates be more comparable.  The council agreed and tabled this resolution until the March Council Meeting.
3. Resolution 2026-16 Approval to Purchase Adobe Pro Licenses: Mayor Peirce would like Kimberly to look into pricing buying the software with multiple users available.  The council agreed and tabled this resolution until the March Council Meeting.
4. Resolution 2026- 19 Approval to Attend Municipal Institute Training for Certification:  Councilmember Wangen / Councilmember Holtz , all in favor, motion carries
5. Review and Approval of Personnel Policy:  The changes to the personnel policy was reviewed by council Councilmember Wangen / Councilmember Eitel , all in favor, motion carries
6. Resolution 2026-20 Approval of CorTrust Bank Credit Card Designation & Management:  Councilmember Wangen / Councilmember Eitel , all in favor, motion carries

Reports of Officers, Boards and Committees;
1. Police Department Report – Councilmember Eitel/ Councilmember Altrichter , all in favor, motion carries
2. Emergency Services Report
A. Fire Department - 
Motion to approve Fire Department Report:  Councilmember Altrichter / Councilmember Eitel , all in favor, motion carries
a. Resolution 2026-18 – Approval to Apply for McLeod Coop Grant:  Councilmember Holtz / Councilmember Altrichter , all in favor, motion carries

B. EMR Department – 
Motion to approve EMR Department Report:  Councilmember Altrichter / Councilmember Wangen , all in favor, motion carries
a. Resolution 2026-17 Approval Additional EMR Skills Training Class:  Councilmember Wangen / Councilmember Holtz , all in favor, motion carries
C. Preston Township Letter – Staff have attended all but one township meetings, and it seems the townships biggest concern regarding the contract is the terms (length) of the contract.  

3. Public Works Reports
A. Maintenance Report
Motion to approve Maintenance Report:  Councilmember Altrichter / Councilmember Wangen , all in favor, motion carries
a. Resolution 2026-13 Wage Increase for Snow Emergency Seasonal Employees:  Councilmember Altrichter / Councilmember Eitel , all in favor, motion carries
b. [bookmark: _Hlk221256051]Resolution 2026-14 Wage Increase for Part Time Maintenance Employees:  Councilmember Wangen / Councilmember Eitel, all in favor, motion carries
There was discussion regarding the possibility of back paying the 2 winter seasonal staff for helping the city out, during Nate’s sudden medical leave.  This will be discussed more at the March City Council Meeting.  Nate did share the equipment replacement projections. This will be discussed more at March City Council Meeting.  

B. Water/Waste Water Report:  Councilmember Eitel / Councilmember Wangen , all in favor, motion carries
Mayor Peirce would like Mike to share the procedure book he has been working so the next person would know what needs to be done at the water/waste water plant and his departments replacement projections plan also.

      Building & Planning & Zoning Permits

Employee Review, Nathan Hardel – 4-year review February 


     ADJOURN
Motion to Adjourn:  Councilmember Eitel / Councilmember Wangen, all in favor,    motion carries


BY:							ATTESTS:
	
_______________________________		      	____________________________________
Jason Peirce, Mayor					Kimberly Block, City Clerk - Treasurer

